
The 2/5 profile, also known as the Hermit Heretic, is a complex and powerful profile in 
Human Design. Individuals with this profile combine the introspective qualities of line 2 
with the revolutionary tendencies of line 5. This unique blend creates a particular life 
dynamic, filled with both challenges and opportunities for transformation.

Line 2, the Hermit line, brings energy of introspection and inner wisdom. As we've seen in 
the previous sub-module, people with a line 2 in their profile are naturally driven to 
withdraw from the world to connect to their inner truth. They have a deep need for solitude 
and silence in order to hear the voice of their soul. This quest for authenticity can lead them 
to spend long periods in introspection, meditating, writing or creating.

Line 5, the Heretic line, brings an energy of rebellion and radical change. People with a line 
5 in their profile have a deep desire to question the status quo and break conventions. They 
are often ahead of their time, bringing new ideas and perspectives that may unsettle or 
shock those around them. This rebellious tendency can cause them to feel marginalized or 
misunderstood by society.

When these two lines combine into the 2/5 profile, it creates a unique dynamic of 
introspection and revolution. Hermit Heretics are driven to connect with their inner 
wisdom, but this wisdom often clashes with the prevailing norms and beliefs of their time. 
They may spend their lives navigating between their need for inner truth and their desire to 
shake up the status quo.

An historical example of a Hermit Heretic might be Galileo. Through his solitary 
observations and reflections (line 2), he came to the revolutionary conclusion that the Earth 
revolved around the Sun, not the other way around. This idea ran counter to the religious 



and scientific dogmas of his time (line 5), and Galileo faced strong opposition and even the 
Inquisition for daring to defend it. Yet, his vision ultimately radically transformed our 
understanding of the universe.

An interesting characteristic of the 2/5 profile is their ability to bring about profound and 
lasting changes in the world, precisely because their wisdom comes from an authentic inner 
source. Unlike pure line 5 revolutionaries, who can sometimes be more motivated by the 
desire to rebel for its own sake, Hermit Heretics are anchored in an inner truth that gives 
their message a unique power and resonance. Their rebellion isn't superficial or reactive, 
but deeply rooted in their being.

However, this combination of introspection and rebellion can also lead to a great deal of 
solitude and a sense of alienation for the Hermit Heretic. They may feel very different and 
misunderstood, even by those closest to them. Their world view may seem so strange or 
threatening that people prefer to reject or ignore them rather than trying to understand 
them. Staying true to their inner truth despite rejection and opposition is a major challenge 
for this profile.

Let's consider the example of a modern Hermit Heretic who is a visionary artist. Through 
her long periods of introspection and solitary experimentation (line 2), she has developed a 
unique and provocative style that challenges the conventions of the art world (line 5). Her 
works both disturb and fascinate, eliciting strong and contrasting reactions. Some see her as 
a revolutionary genius, others as a shocking outsider. Staying true to her vision despite 
criticisms and rejections requires great inner strength and unwavering trust in her own 
truth.

In the end, the growth path for the Hermit Heretic is to learn to express their unique 
wisdom in the world, even if it means going against the grain. They must learn to trust their 
own inner guidance, even when everyone else around them appears to think differently. 
They also need to find the courage to share their vision, even if it risks unsettling or 
shocking.

When they find this balance, Hermit Heretics can become incredibly powerful catalysts for 
change and evolution. Their unique combination of introspection and rebellion can lead 
them to create works of art, scientific theories, or social movements that radically transform 
our way of viewing the world. Their life then becomes a powerful testimony to the 
importance of staying true to one's inner truth, even in the face of adversity.

So, if you're a Hermit Heretic, celebrate your unique nature and your transformational 
potential. Embrace your need for solitude and your revolutionary vision, even if it makes 
you different or misunderstood. Trust your inner wisdom and have the courage to express it 
in the world. You have within you the ability to bring about profound and lasting changes, 
precisely because your rebellion comes from an authentic and inner source. That is a rare 



and precious gift, so cherish it and share it with integrity.

Main points to remember:

- The 2/5 profile, also called the Hermit Heretic, combines the introspection of line 2 with 
the rebellion of line 5.
- Line 2 brings a need for solitude to connect with one's inner truth, while line 5 pushes to 
question the status quo.
- Hermit Heretics often do not fit into their era, bringing forth new and disturbing ideas.
- Their authentic inner wisdom lends their message a special power to permanently 
transform the world.
- They may feel misunderstood and rejected, and must learn to remain true to their truth 
despite adversity.
- Expressing their unique vision with integrity, they become powerful catalysts for change 
and evolution.
- Their growth path is to embrace their singular nature and courageously share their 
revolutionary wisdom.


